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This is already looking
like a full year of bee-
keeping with classes in
March for all the new
beekeepers, and Field
Day with Clarence Col-
lison as our featured
speaker. Information
can be found on the
LCBA web site.

We are advertising
LCBA's Field Day for
the first time in Bee
Culture. We will have
one half page along-
side The Greater
Cleveland Beekeepers
Association with an ad
for their Northeast
Ohio Honeybee Con-
ference.

At the February meet-
ing we will have our
own Dave Williams
speaking about Small
Hive Beetles. Last
year SHB were a real
problem around the
State and with the
continued influx of
package bees coming

NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT: Denzil St. Clair

out of the south this
problem is not going
away anytime soon.
Someone needs to tell
the State of Ohio,
ODA, so that some-
thing can be done
about the problem.

Of course Bonnie will
be giving updates on
what to do with bees
this time of year.

We will have Joe
Kovaleski speaking in
April about spring
management. Joe is a
master beekeeper and
should have some
good insights on this
subject.

Also at the April meet-
ing, circumstances al-
lowing, we will once
again dump a package
of bees for everyone
to see.

These are just a few of
the things upcoming
for LCBA this year.

We will keep you
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L.C.B.A. MISSION
STATEMENT:
TO PROMOTE
BEEKEEPING

THROUGH
EDUCATION,

COOPERATION, OR
ANY OTHER

EFFICIENT MEANS

posted in the Calendar
section on page two,
so be sure to check
monthly for upcoming
speakers, events, and
what is going on.

Spring is right around
the corner and will be
here before we know
it, so make sure your
equipment is clean
and ready to go. You
don't want to not be
prepared.

Lastly, here is the rec-
ipe for Fondant for
emergence feeding if

DONATIONS TO LCBA
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Lorain County Beekeepers
Association is a 501c(3)
organization. Any dona-
tions made to LCBA are
tax deductible.
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LCBA Executive Meet- 4

ing is held the last
Wednesday of every
month unless holidays
change the schedule.

The meetings are held

at the Henrietta Town-
ship Hall on Vermilion
Rd. in Oberlin at
7:00 p.m.

We encourage
members to attend.
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LOCATION & MEMBERSHIP

: INFORMATION

LCBA meetings are held the second
Friday of each month at 7:00 P.M.

The First Church

(United Church of Christ)
106 N. Main St. Oberlin, OH

Membership dues are $25.00 if you re-
ceive by mai| $20.00 per year if you re-
ceive by e-mail. Those receiving by e-
mail can pick up a hard copy at the meet-
ing. Membership includes all immediate
family members. Memberships run per
calendar year, January to December.
Membership expiration date is December
31st of each year for mail or e-mail. You
can renew your membership on the web
site www.loraincountybeekeepers.com
&tith Pay Pal or

billvO9@prodigy.nekend dues to the Treasurer:

&rave Williams
11923 Green Rd. Wakeman, OH 44889

TOR®S NOTE:
you have moved or your e-mail

schickl3@accnorwalkates, please notify Dave at a meeting

legend31@centurytal.Ae-mail, dogpatch@centurytel.net

You must keep information & member-
com :
gﬁﬁ) dues current to receive your newslet-

billvo9@prodigy.ngi in a timely manner.

t€heek LCBA web site for meeting
qué@nges or cancellations due to bad
eather.

L.C.B.A. 2011 EXECUTIVE OR PHONE EMAIL

President: Denzil St. Clair (440) 62602 grcltd@hughes.n

Vice Pres: Bill Vittori (440) 38R2

Secretary: Vickie Eichof (419) =B®77 veichoff@yahoo.¢
Treasurer: Dave Williams (440) 96670 | dogpatch@centurytel.net
Trustee: Valerie Weiss (419) 9pP10 buzzzzeditor@veriz:ﬁm%ét
Trustee: John Schick (419) esxA7

Trustee: Jim Toole (440) 983689

BUZZZZ Editor: Valerie Weiss (419) 9PR10 |buzzzzeditor@fronty
Video Librarian: Bill Vittori (440) 3832

Web Master: Jim Toole (440) 9889 | legend31@century

State Apiary InsiB=otoaira Bloetsc| (614) 72873 | apiary@agri.ohio.
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THANK YOU COLUMBIA GAS

Member, Ray Frank,
presented President,
Denzil St. Clair with a
check for five hundred
dollars. It was given as
a donation to Lorain
County Beekeepers As-
sociation from Columbia
Gas.

Ray is an LCBA member
and new beekeeper and
is employed with Co-
lumbia Gas.

Ray has what he calls a
philanthropy fund with
Columbia Gas and he
uses it to help different
non-profit and other

type organizations in
the community.

He was reading the
newsletter and saw we
are a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion also and thought
he should look into it
knowing how important
that honeybees are to
agriculture. Honeybees
pollinate thirty percent
of what we put on our
tables.

LCBA will put it to good
use with continuing our
mission to Promote
Beekeeping Through
Education, Cooperation,

Or Any Other Efficient
Means. More bees are
needed and beekeepers
go along with that.
LCBA provides classes
every year to teach
people how to be bee-
keepers, plus has
monthly meetings to
keep them up to date in
new developments with
honeybees and what
they need to be great
beekeepers.

Our Beginner Beekeep-
ing Classes start March
4th, so that will be one
of the first things it will

be used for.

Ray said he hopes this
encourages others to
donate to such a valu-
able cause.

LCBA greatly appreci-
ates the donation and
the support of Colum-
bia Gas and Ray Frank.

FEBRUARY FOOD THEME

This months food theme
i's A My
made with honey of
course! Something with
red, pink or white to go
along with upcoming
Valentines Day would

make it even better.

or pink frosting, Pastries
with strawberry or rasp-
berry filling. Use your
imagination. As you
know by now, members

love anything our tal-

F a v o rCookies or dake with tecd , ented members cook or

bake.
If it is something special,
and you are willing to
share the recipe, bring
some copies of it.

Be sure to save some for
your fdsweet
See you on February
11th.

RED BEE BROWNIES

This recipe was found on the
American Bee Federation web
site and was submitted by
their ABF Membership and
Marketing Committee mem-
ber and ABF E-Buzz Editor,
Tim Tucker.

Layer Ingredients:

1 stick unsalted butter
Y cup sugar

Y cup honey

2 teaspoons vanilla extract
Y4 cup cocoa powder
Pinch salt

1 thsp. red food coloring
1 teaspoon vinegar

2 eggs

1 cup all-purpose flour

Y5 teaspoon baking soda
Y, cup chopped toasted
walnuts

Cream-Cheese Layer In-
gredients

8 ounces cream cheese,
softened

Y4 cup sugar

1eqgg
Y4 tsp. vanilla extract

Directions:

Preheat the oven to 350
degrees. Butter an 8 by 8-
inch baking pan and set
aside.

Brownie layer:In a sauce-
pan on medium heat melt

the butter. Remove the but-
ter to a large bowl and add
the honey, sugar, vanilla,
cocoa powder, salt, food
coloring and vinegar, in
that order, mixing between
additions. Whisk the eggs
in a small bowl and stir it
into the cocoa mix. In an-
other bowl, combine the
flour and baking soda. Fold
in the flour until lightly
combined. Stir in the wal-
nuts and pour the batter
into the prepared baking
pan, saving ¥ cup of the
batter for the top.
Creamcheese layeBlend

together the cream cheese,
sugar, egg and vanilla in a
medium bowl. Gently
spread the cream-cheese
layer on top of the brownie
batter in the pan. Dollop
the remaining brownie
batter over the cream-
cheese layer. Using a
skewer or the tip of a
knife, drag the tip through
the cream-cheese mixture
to create a swirl pattern.
Bake the brownies for 30
minutes. Remove to a
cooling rack and allow
them to cool completely
before cutting.

eo



Page 4 THE BUZzZzz Volume 8, Issue 81

Our January meeting had a pretty large attendance. The topic had members listening
intently to President Denzil St. Clair about pheromones and how pheromones work in a
honeybee colony. He not only spoke on pheromones in a honeybee colony but also on
human males and females. He showed a video of a company that added pheromones to a
cologne product and the difference they made. Members volunteered to do a sniff test
on some clothing, some worn by women and some worn by men. The members had to
write on a paper whether the different clothing items were worn by men or women.
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POLLINATION PRIMER

Money is tight these days and it
is not getting any cheaper to
live and keep bees. Beekeepers
routinely sell honey, some bees
wax, but the serious hobbyist
beekeeper sells hand creams,
lotions, lip balms, propolis, pro-
polis tinctures, creamed honey,
flavored honeys, soap, deodor-
ants, lotions, gift baskets, honey
stixs, queens, nucs etc. You
never know where the next
Burt’'s Bees will spring up. Liter-
ally there may be someone at
the next bee meeting or the
next beginner class. Entrepre-
neurs are often found in situa-
tions of necessity like what ex-
ists in our current economy and
beekeeping itself.

Honeybee pollination is a com-
modity that is in demand every
growing season and there are
getting to be fewer and fewer
beekeepers willing to undertake
the job. Just last year we lost
another beekeeper in Ohio, who
at one time had several thou-
sand colonies, many of which
were used in pollination. The
workload and demand coupled
with health issues was too
much. We need new beekeep-
ers to bridge the gap between
grower and pollinator and this
gap is getting larger with no re-
lief in sight. We may not always
have beekeepers, but we will
always have growers.

Often individuals are reluctant
to undertake a task due to the
lack of understanding or infor-
mation of the subject material.
Pollination services certainly
falls into this category and when
information is printed it usually
only deals with the demand,
work, difficulties etc. What is
the title of the book that deals
exclusively with pollination and
the how-to’s, or the book Polli-
nation For Dummies? Much like

when we started beekeeping, an
education was a requirement.
This is no different.

QRC receives calls every year to
do pollination jobs on various
crops and last year we were not
able to meet the demand. Par-
tially because growers let us
know to late in the season to
prepare enough colonies to ac-
complish the task. Another ma-
jor problem for growers is that
there is no central location where
growers can go to, to find a polli-
nator. It is usually word of
mouth. We have already re-
ceived orders for an additional 75
colonies from a new grower next
year and at present these colo-
nies do not exist. Another two
growers last year let us know
just days before pollination was
needed, for a total of 50 addi-
tional colonies required to do pol-
lination, and at that time all
available colonies were already
out on pollination. To the best of
my knowledge the job went un-
done.

When I got started, it was a
small operation hauling one to 10
colonies around in the back of a
pick-up for $35.00 per colony. It
was always difficult loading and
unloading colonies, but as time
went by we got larger and
smarter and the job was made
much easier with experience and
proper equipment. Today I can
literally move several hundred
colonies a night depending on
the distance and in most in-
stances, moving can start in a
few minutes to a few hours. I
don't like to consider small jobs
of just a few colonies. It is less
work to move 25 or more than it
is to move 5 colonies. Prices are
better today too, starting at
$75.00 per hive. My best year
was just over $5,000.00 in polli-
nation services. I used that
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money to purchase more trailers
to haul more colonies.

When beekeepers think of polli-
nation, they usually think of one
and a half million colonies
needed in southern California for
almonds at $130.00 to $175.00
per colony. That is not where
98% of the beekeepers in this
country are, and that does not
mean we are not and cannot be
involved in the pollination arena.
Most jobs call for 1 to 10 colonies
and there is a large market for
pollinators of this size in apples
and pumpkins, if you know
where to look.

There are no hard facts on crop
pollination in Ohio or the number
of colonies beekeepers set aside
for pollination. But what we do
know is that there are not
enough beekeepers in Ohio will-
ing to do the required pollination.
Honeybees are used in Ohio to
pollinate vine crops, fruits, and
some seed crops and more and
more of the pollination done for
these crops is being done by out
of state beekeepers. According
to the Ohio Department of Agri-
culture (ODA), reports for 2009
indicated that there were 15,000
colonies in Ohio set aside for
honey production and that in
2009 that number had reduced
to 11,000 colonies. No informa-
tion was available on the colonies
set aside, or used in pollination.
It is easy to see the void here
and the possibility for someone
to make some money.

The Inspiration behind this article
was an article I read in the Fire-
lands Farmer about pumpkin pro-
duction in Ohio. Ohio State Uni-
versity (OSU) is working with re-
searchers to produce a pumpkin
that not only produces a good
seed for roasting, but a fruit that
has the duel purpose of flesh

Continued on page.....8
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LCBA Executive Meeting
December 29, 2010

Executive Members present:
Dave Williams, Bill Vittori,
Chantal DeYoe, Valerie Weiss,
Jim Toole and Vickie Eichof.
Members Present: Shelly and
Bob Bodkin, Bruce Sampsell.
We met again at the home of
Shelly and Bob Bodkin after
finding we were locked out of
the Township Hall. After all
were assembled, Dave called
the meeting to order and Chan-
tal distributed copies of the
Treasurer’s Report.

Points of Discussion:

May Meeting/Field Day: Dr. Col-
lison has agreed to also speak
at a regular meeting in May if
we decide to have one. The
Field Day topic (Genetics)
needs to be narrowed a bit.
Both tabled until January meet-

ing.

2011 Beekeeping Classes:
Chantal distributed a tentative
class flyer and asked for sugges-
tions. It was agreed the last 10-
15 minutes of class would be
devoted to questions. We will
have the Fall Wrap-Up in July
(August is Bee Barn Clean-up,
September is too late) with all
instructors there for summations
and questions. Letters to pro-
spective new beekeepers, new
releases and catalog requests
will be sent the last week of
January.

Receipts: Chantal suggested it
would be better to have two
people count receipts from large
events such as Field Day and the
Lorain County Fair. From now on
we will make arrangements to
do this.

2011 Programs and Speakers:
Suggestions included York
County Beekeepers on Queen
Pheromones, author of Bees in
America, Tammy Horn, and live

music in lieu of December pro-
gram. All speakers from out-
side clubs will receive a mini-
mum $50.00 speaking fee.
LCBA Honey: 8 oz. bears of
LCBA honey will be for sale for
the first time at the January
meeting. Cost is $6.00. We will
store a small amount with our
other things at the church.
2011 Lorain County Fair: As
Vice President Bill Vittori will
serve as Chair. The theme will
be Alice is Honey Land. We
would like to replace light pan-
els and upgrade the display for
products before this year’s fair.
Bruce Sampsell will construct a
“drop” in which to deposit re-
ceipts during the day.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55pm.

Submitted by: Vickie Eichof
Recording Secretary

January 14, 2011

First Church, Oberlin

President Denzil St. Clair
opened the meeting, wishing
everyone a Happy New Year.
Dave Williams, filling in for
Bonnie, told us “What We
Should be Doing Now”: clearing
dead bees, checking hive
stores when weather permits
and readying equipment for
spring topped the list of winter
chores.

Denzil announced that the
Lorain County Beekeepers As-
sociation had received a
$500.00 donation from Colum-
bia Gas. THANK YOU!

The topic of the evening was
pheromones and Denzil ex-
plained to us why they are im-
portant to the beekeeper. A

higher level of communication
than dance, pheromones are
used by all bees - queen,
worker and drone - at all
stages, to communicate in the
hive. Denzil stressed that un-
derstanding primer and re-
leaser pheromones, whether
simple or complex, would make
one a better beekeeper,
whether the goal was honey
production, pollination or queen
rearing.

Even we humans secrete and
are affected by pheromones
and Denzil had experiments
that showed just how much. In
a video we were shown how
pheromones added to cologne
changed peoples’ perceptions
of one another. In our meeting,
members identified with up to
75% accuracy whether articles

of clothing had been worn by
a male or female.

Jim Toole announced that for
the first time ever LCBA
honey, with its own label
(designed by Jim) was avail-
able. Members were invited to
purchase an 8oz bear of this
collectible.

Several examples of man-
made pheromones were given
as door prizes. After the 50/50
drawing the meeting was ad-
journed.

Submitted by Vickie Eichof
Recording Secretary
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16th ANNVAL
LORAIN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

2011 BEGINNER BEEKEEPING CLASSES

www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

Class Dates: Friday, March 4, 11, 18, and 25
Time: 7:00 t0 9:00 p.m. o
Where: First Church (United Church of Christ), 106 N. Main St., Oberlin, OH kj

Hands-On Field Day:

Time:
Where:

Fall Wrap-Up:

ALSO

Saturday, May 14, 2011

10:00 a.m. rain or shine

Queen Right Colonies and St. Clair home apiary, 43655 SR 162, Spencer, OH
BONUS CLASS!

Friday, July 8, 2011

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. » \
Where: First Church (United Church of Christ), 106 N. Main St., Oberlin, OH ? Ef' \*
Cost: $50, includes one year of membership in LCBA and a monthly newsletter

FAQs:

e LCBA is a family membership. Spouse and children are welcome to attend classes and meetings.

e Year-round mentoring is available through your LCBA membership.

e A beekeeping handbook and other items will be available for purchase during class.

e Enrollment form is available at www.loraincountybeekeepers.org and at class.

e In case of inclement weather, check the website for updates.

Class Syllabus:

Week 1
Getting Started in Beekeeping

*How and when to start
*Package Bee Installation
*Equipment needed

*Cost

*Where and when to acquire
*Who can keep bees

*Space and time requirements
*Legal and zoning concerns
*Public relations

Week 2
Beekeeping Management

*Selecting your location
*Proper clothing

*Use of equipment
*Timing

*Feeding

*Adding boxes

*Bee stings

Week 3
Bee Diseases and Pests

*Varroa Mites
*Tracheal Mites

*Small Hive Beetles
*American Foulbrood
*European Foulbrood
*Nosema

*Skunks and Mice
*Africanized Honey Bees
*Vandalism
*Medications

Week 4
Improving Your Skills

*Apiary Registration
*Seasonal Management
*Advantages of LCBA
*Participation

*Mentoring

*Field Day and Fall Wrap-Up

Fall Wrap-Up

*Reviewing your year
*Qver-wintering your bees
*Spring management



production for pie filling as well.
The jest of the Fireland’s article
was to try to convince farmers to
invest in this venture because
there is a market for these prod-
ucts. The stated proof of this fact
is Ohio’s crop of pumpkins was
ranked the highest in the nation
of 22.5 million dollars. The rea-
son for the writing of this article is
to convince the equal and other
part of the equation, the bee-
keeper, that money can be made
in pollination for the right bee-
keeper as well.

I found out the hard way that
there is no address for pumpkins
five miles from the nearest house
and up a narrow winding road,
out of sight, hauling a trailer at 3
a.m. and no one to ask. I have
done things like this on several
occasions, the hard way, and it is
no fun. Have you ever hauled a
truckload of bees up a steep
grade, so steep in fact that the
colonies had to be held in place
because there was no tailgate and
the colonies were not secured in

any way? The truck was a stick
shift, the tires were spinning on
the dew-laden grass, and we
would go forward ten feet then
back down twenty. All the while
I was walking behind the truck
trying to hold the load in place,
did I mention my wife had not
been driving very long. Have
you ever dropped a colony of
bees three feet off the back of a
pick-up truck, twice? They do
not bounce. Have you ever
picked up a colony of bees after
having moved it about 10 miles,
part of which was through a
plowed field just to find that you
left the bottom board sitting
where you picked the colony
up? By the way, bees are
moved at night. Have you ever
moved colonies and neglected
to tie or strap them in place just
to find that when you arrived at
location there were no tops?
Have you ever moved colonies
over such ruff terrain that they
literally broke apart? Have you
ever moved colonies with no

entrance closures and turned
the same hive over twice on a
ramp to the trailer? Have you
ever been shot at, at 3 a.m.
while placing colonies out for
pollination? Have you ever been
stuck in a field trying to retrieve
a trailer load of bees? Have you
ever had to wait for a couple to
dress so you could pull your
trailer load of bees off the road
because they were occupying
the access road?

Again, the precise subject mate-
rial of pollination has not been
dealt with. The audience of this
topic I am afraid, is much too
small and most might find it of
no interest. But I hope I have
sold everyone on the need for
beekeepers who are willing to
undertake this much needed
task. And if I have convinced at
least one person to at least take
a serious look at undertaking
pollination jobs, my article is
considered a success.

Submitted by: Denzil St. Clair
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