RAW HONEY
EXTRACTED BUT UNFILTERED BITS OF NEWS FROM OHIO BEEKEEPING
FROM THE COMPUTER OF JOHN GRAFTON     6/9//10
· OSBA SUMMER MEETING--- Let us not forget that the OSBA summer meeting will be held at the OSU South Center in Piketon, OH on June 19, 2010. The meeting opens at 9AM with keynote speaker Dr James E. Tew. The meeting will close at 4PM.  There will be presentations on basic beekeeping, marketing, pollination, colony health, equipment, horticulture, and a wealth of other information. Those of you in the southern half of the state who say the state organization never comes to your area this is your chance to attend a state meeting and gain a wealth of information. The center is located on route 50 just a couple of miles east of the route 23 intersection so it is easy to get to. A direct link to the OSU south center information is http://tinyurl.com/2fl6cck 
· HONEYBEE TASK FORCE— The group has met as scheduled and are busy trying to bring together loose ends so that a report may be released within a few months. The group has really covered a number of interest areas. 
· HONEY STANDARD OF IDENTITY--- The committee headed up by Sue Daly has had much material to cover from other states and viewpoints from across the state. They are working on a general outline and will hopefully have a final version for OSBA to vote on at the fall meeting.
· PACKAGE PROBLEMS--- There are beekeepers who feel that they have been buzzed by suppliers selling underweight packages of bees. Calling the Ohio Department of Agriculture helps them to keep up with the number of complaints but it really does not give them much cause to investigate. If however a complaint is registered with the Attorney General’s office then an investigation is more apt to occur. This is not a reaction problem with ODA but since most of the suppliers are out of state then the formalities need to be followed. The AG has been informed of the “bee issues” and is accumulating the complaints. If you wish to file a complaint due to suspected fraud go to the website www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/consumercomplaint  click on “consumer” then “file a complaint”.  It is tuff enough to keep bees these days without some of our fellow beekeepers knowingly making it tougher.

· E-MAIL ADDRESSES---- The biggest problem with any type of e-mail news is keeping current e-mail addresses. This news sheet goes primarily to local associations, unfortunately as officers or contact people change so do many of the addresses. If you change please remember to tell us or pass this information along to the current contact person.  Your local club may even want to consider getting the club its own e-mail address that way as people change the address doesn’t. Something like blankcountybeekeepers@gmail.com (THIS IS A FAKE ADDRESS) and use one of the free e-mail services like the one shown.
DISCLAIMER: The information above I  have gleaned at various meetings and in different conversations. Neither I, nor any of the individuals, groups, associations, or agencies mentioned may be held liable for how you use the information or the outcome of its use. 
